THE ASCENT OF ENGLAND (1815-48)
goods, but was at any rate at least 50 per cent, above the price
they would have fetched for a 'willing seller.' It was a very
good example of the way in which the principles of the French
Revolution, spreading throughout the modern world, could be
adopted in practice and without shock after sufficient delay by the
English governing class: for France, the originator of this idea, and
the country in which the first declaration of the independence
of the Negro had been enthusiastically made, was fifteen years
behind England in the practical application of the theory.
It was also the period when communications were advanced
in even* fashion, when the first railways were built—there were
6000 miles of them before it was over—when trans-oceanic
steam traffic was founded on a large scale, and—a matter of
great importance and falling really into the same category—
when for the first time a general use of the modern post-office
began. Penny postage in 1840 was a revolutionary step, and
there began with it the modern rise in the number of letters
In twenty years that number had multiplied by thirteen, in
twenty more by twenty-six.
One may say that by the end of this period—the middle of
the century, that is—the rapids had been shot, the phase of
danger was over; and it is above all essential, if we are to
understand modern England, to observe that, though the whole
thing was done by the governing class which continued to be
the director of the nation for the better part of another lifetime,
and has not yet abdicated, yet the things that were done were
not done by that class against popular demand. Even the most
unpopular pieces of capitalist oppression were accepted, and
the general run of change either roused no protest or was upon
the whole approved. For what was at work was not only
a particular social class which governed, but the aristocratic
temper of the whole of the English people: that is, their
attachment to government by a ruling class. Clarendon, who
knew his fellow-Englishmen well, had most pregnantly said
two hundred years before that the English love to leave great
affairs to be managed by a few. Hence the sentence already
quoted, "Patriotism—the Religion of the English." It was in
a society already wholly united, not only by the aristocratic
spirit but also by the power of patriotism, that the modem
industrial state was remodelled and set upon its foundations.
The tlimg was accomplished in its mam lines by the middle
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